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The People Behind the Film

Butte, America: The Saga of a Hard Rock Mining Town

FILMMAKERS

Pamela Roberts -- Producer/Director


Pamela Roberts came to filmmaking as a social issue medium after graduating with honors from the University of Southern California with a masters degree in social work. Her interest in film began in 1981, while she was a social worker in the refugee camps of northern Thailand. International journalists and filmmakers hired her as a location scout and editorial assistant. While there, she also worked as a location scout and production manager on her first independent film, Becoming American (Levine Films), before moving to Montana to serve as director of the International Rescue Committee, a Hmong and Laotian resettlement agency.  In 1982, Roberts co-founded Rattlesnake Productions, Inc., and over the past 26 years she has produced and directed a number of award-winning documentary films and videos for public television and for national and international theatrical and video distribution. 

Roberts was the producer of the one-hour documentary Backbone of the World: The Blackfeet, with an all-native crew and cast under the direction of Blackfeet director, George Burdeau, which was broadcast on public television in November, 1998. The film was funded by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the Independent Television and Video Service, and the Montana Cultural Trust.  Roberts also co-produced and co-directed Ishi, the Last Yahi, a one-hour NEH-funded documentary that was nominated for an Emmy Award in 1994 by the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. Broadcast on American Experience, Ishi was immensely popular, winning the audience award for “Best of Festival” at the Munich International Festival; “Best Documentary” at the San Francisco American Indian Film Festival; the “Gold Hugo” at the Chicago International Film Festival; “First Place” for non-Indian producers at the Red Earth Film Festival, in Oklahoma; and the “Western Heritage Award for Outstanding Documentary” at the National Cowboy Hall of Fame, in Oklahoma City; among others.  

Prior to Ishi, Roberts co-produced and co-directed the one-hour documentary Contrary Warriors: A Story of the Crow Tribe, broadcast on A&E and national PBS. Among other honors, the film received the “John Grierson Award for Best Film for First Time Director”; the “Golden Plaque Award” at the Chicago International Film Festival; the “Silver Prize” at the San Francisco Film Festival; and the Cine “Golden Eagle Award,” Washington, D.C. 

Gabriel Byrne -- Narrator


Gabriel Byrne is a Dublin-born producer, director, writer, and stage actor. He began his acting career at the Focus Theater, in Dublin, then in 1979 joined London’s Royal Court Theater. Byrnes’ film debut came in John Boorman’s 1981 Arthurian epic, Excalibur.  Byrne has since starred in more than thirty-five films, including The Usual Suspects, Miller’s Crossing, and Into the West. He currently stars in the critically acclaimed HBO television series In Treatment, and recently appeared on the New York stage in a televised revival of Camelot. Byrne has also produced three films and is currently writing several scripts.
Edwin Dobb -- Co-Writer/Co-Producer 

Butte native Edwin Dobb is a fourth-generation descendant of Cornish tin miners and Irish copper miners. A former senior editor and acting editor in chief of The Sciences, Dobb has been an independent writer for almost 20 years. He writes for a number of national publications, including Harper’s Magazine, where he’s been a contributor since 1995. He makes his home in East Walkerville, one of Butte’s older neighborhoods, but during the 2009 spring semester will be a visiting lecturer at the U.C. Berkeley Graduate School of Journalism.

Eugene Corr -- Co-Writer 


Eugene Corr wrote and directed Desert Bloom (starring Jon Voight and Ellen Barkin). He wrote and directed, with Robert Hillman, the documentary Waldo Salt: A Screenwriter’s Journey (Academy Award nominee). Corr also co-wrote Prefontaine; MC Hammer: Too Legit; Getting Out; Wildrose; Never Cry Wolf; and Over-Under-Sideways-Down (which he also directed).  

 
Other directing credits include episodes of such television series as Crime Story, Miami Vice, Dream Street, Against the Law, Shannon’s Deal, I’ll Fly Away, and Nothing Sacred. Corr also directed the second units of Bull Durham and Cobb. He has directed television commercials for Xerox, MCI, New England Bell, and American Express. 


Corr teaches screenwriting at the Squaw Valley Writers’ Conference, and lectures at various seminars and universities.

Erik Daarstad -- Director of Photography


Erik Daarstad is a veteran filmmaker with 50 years of cinematography experience. He has a keen eye for detail and composition and helped to create a comfortable working atmosphere for the film participants. Daarstad’s numerous films and television programs include Take This Heart; Frank & Ollie; A Walk on the Moon; Beautiful Killers; Canyon Lands; The Babysitter’s Club; Have You Tried Talking to Patty?; Last Stand at Little Big Horn; West of the Imagination; Have You Ever Been Ashamed of Your Parents? (Academy Award nominee); Why Man Creates; The Spirit of America (Academy Award nominee); Meet the World; Diary of a Young Comic; Henry Moore; Glory Road; and Men Who Made the Movies.  
Jennifer Chinlund -- Editor


An award-winning editor for more than 30 years, Jennifer Chinlund edited two of Rattlesnake Productions’ previous films (Contrary Warriors and Ishi, the Last Yahi). Chinlund is a consummate filmmaker and collaborator whose innate sensibilities as a storyteller and skills in solving problems and deciphering complex historical subject matter are remarkable. She edited the documentary films Baby It’s You; Lost Borders; Round Eyes in the Middle Kingdom; Complaints from a Dutiful Daughter (Academy Award nominee); Stories for Change; Power of Choice, a 13-part PBS series; Hearts and Hands; Breaking Silence; Hopi: Songs of the Fourth World; and Quilts in Women’s Lives.

Todd Boekelheide -- Composer



Todd Boekelheide started working in film in 1974 as a member of American Zoetrope, Francis Ford Coppola’s production company in San Francisco. In 1976, he left to work as an assistant editor on Star Wars, then, two years later, edited picture and sound on The Black Stallion, which inspired him to study music. Boekelheid also specialized as a rerecording mixer, and won an Oscar for mixing the music on Amadeus in 1984. He has scored several feature films, including Dim Sum and Nina Takes a Lover, and numerous documentaries, notably Hearts of Darkness: A Filmmaker’s Apocalypse. In 1999, he won an Emmy for his score for the documentary Kids of Survival: The Life and Art of Tim Rollins and the KOS. Up-to-date credits information can be found at www.tobomusic.com.

Jane Greenberg - Co-Producer/Head Researcher 

Jane Greenberg has served as producer, director, and head archivist, among other roles, for her own productions as well as for other independent filmmakers. Her credits include Orozco: Man of Fire (associate producer); Standards of Decency (producer/director—in progress); Discovering Dominga (associate producer); and Fenceline (producer).
ADVISORS
David Emmons - Western Immigration, Irish American History, Labor


Professor Emeritus, History, University of Montana.

Author of The Butte Irish: Class and Ethnicity in an American Mining Town, 1875-1925.

Janet Finn - Cultural Anthropology, Ethnography


Professor, Social Work, University of Montana.

Author of Tracing the Veins: Of Copper, Culture, and Community from Butte to Chuquicamata.

Archie Green - Labor Folklore, Labor History 


Lifelong member of the United Brotherhood of Carpenters & Joiners of America. 

Former Senior Staff Associate, AFL-CIO Labor Studies Center, and Bingham Professor of the Humanities, University of Louisville.

Author of Only A Miner; Wobblies, Pile Butts and other Heroes; and Calf's Head and Union Tales. 

Patrick Malone - Industrial Archaeology, Urban Studies, American History

Associate Professor, Urban Studies and American Civilization, Brown University. 

Co-author of The Texture of Industry: An Archaeological View of the Industrialization of North America.

Mary Murphy - Western Women, Oral History, Mining Culture


Michael P. Malone Professor in History, Montana State University.

Author of Mining Cultures: Men, Women, and Leisure in Butte, 1914-1941 and Hope in Hard Times: New Deal Photographs of Montana, 1936-1942.

L. Fredric Quivik - Environmental History, History of Technology


Independent scholar.

Author of "The Historic Industrial Landscape of Butte and Anaconda” (in Images Of An American Land: Vernacular Architecture Studies in the Western United States). 

Richard White  - Environmental History, Western History
Margaret Byrne Professor of American History, Stanford University. 

Author of The Organic Machine: The Remaking of the Columbia River and It’s Your Misfortune and None of My Own: A New History of the American West. 

Other Advisors

Brian L. Shovers - Montana and Butte History


Library Manager, Montana Historical Society Research Center, Helena, Montana.

Ellen Crain - Archival Research and Preservation


Director, Butte-Silver Bow Public Archives. 

Rattlesnake Productions, Inc., a 501 © (3) nonprofit organization producing entertaining and educational films for the public.                                                                                                                                                                                       Major funding: National Endowment for the Humanities: Great ideas brought to life • Independent Television & Video Service • M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust • Environmental Protection Agency, Butte • Montana Cultural Trust • The People of Butte. Additional funding was made possible by Butte EPA, Montana Cultural Trust, Montana Committee for Humanities, Montana Department of Commerce, Montana AFL-CIO and friends, People of Butte, and many small foundations and individual contributions.

Butte, America is a co-production of Pamela Roberts and the Independent Television & Video Service (ITVS), produced in association with KUSM-TV/MontanaPBS with funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB). Executive Producer for ITVS Sally Jo Fifer.
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