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Cell: 406-579-0304 /O: 406-586-1151 
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World premiere of the documentary film  

 BUTTE, AMERICA in Butte on Saturday, January 17

Montana screening events sponsored by MontanaPBS


Montana-based Rattlesnake Productions, along with Emmy-nominated Director/Producer Pamela Roberts and Butte writer Edwin Dobb, will present the world premiere screening of the new documentary film  Butte, America: The Saga of a Hard Rock Mining Town, on Saturday, January 17, 8:00 pm, at Butte’s Mother Lode Theater. Admission is free, and donations will be accepted at the door.  

The world premiere will be followed by screenings at Bozeman’s Emerson Theater on Friday, February 6 at 7:30 pm (there will be a no-host wine and pizza reception in Emerson lobby from 6:00 – 7:00), and in Helena at the Myrna Loy Center on Saturday, February 21 for two showings at 6:00 and 8:00 pm. 

Screening events are sponsored by MontanaPBS. The film will also be broadcast in Fall 2009 on national PBS, as well as on KUSM-TV/MontanaPBS. The Montana film tour will continue in Fall 2009.

Narrated by Dublin-born Irish actor Gabriel Byrne, Butte, America tells the epic tale of Butte, “the town that plumbed and electrified America,” which was the world’s largest producer of copper in the early 1900s.  Here, on the “richest hill on Earth,” the Industrial Revolution collided with the romance of the frontier, corporate capitalism battled organized labor, and human appetite laid waste to land and water, yielding fortunes for a few and a tragic environmental legacy for the people left behind. These are the people at the heart of the film—miners, their families, and the multiethnic working class neighborhoods they created amidst danger and hardship. In Butte, America we see their toughness, vitality, and solidarity through their personal accounts and family stories.


Producer and Director Pamela Roberts and Director of Photography Erik Daarstad (along with second camera Jason Longo and Franco Vicente) shot video tape and more than 170 rolls of film, documenting conversations with miners and their families, interviews with scholars, period recreations, and breathtaking scenics of city and mining landscapes in and around Butte. In the end, the filmmakers whittled down nine years of work into a feature-length documentary film that covers 120 years of Butte history that is at once intimate and epic in scope.

“I was drawn to this story most powerfully by the people of Butte, and the unique and indomitable character of their community” said director Pamela Roberts. “Butte is a place where one can still see remnants of a world-class mining town. This town produced more than one-third of the world’s copper and employed over 16,000 miners at one time. Even today, this remarkable history plays an important role in the community and in the lives of the people who still live there.”


Co-writer and co-producer Edwin Dobb, a full-time writer and fourth-generation descendant of Cornish tin miners and Irish copper miners, has been a contributor and collaborator on Butte, America since the project began in early 2000. 

Roberts is the force behind Rattlesnake Productions, Inc., a Montana-based, nonprofit production company that has produced award-winning documentary films and videos for public television and for national and international theatrical and video distribution since 1982. Roberts is recognized as an accomplished Montana filmmaker, producing and directing Backbone of the World; Contrary Warriors and Ishi, the Last Yahi, a one-hour documentary broadcast on American Experience and nominated for an Emmy Award by the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences in New York. 

Butte, America Screening Schedule:

Saturday, Jan. 17 - 8:00 pm

WORLD PREMIERE
Mother Lode Theater, Butte
 406-723-3602
Sponsored by KUSM-TV/MontanaPBS


Friday, Feb. 6 – Showing 7:30 pm   

6:00 – 7:00 No-host Pizza and Wine in Lobby

Emerson Theater, Bozeman
406-587-9797
Q & A discussion following the show

Sponsored by KUSM-TV/MontanaPBS

Co-sponsored by Bozeman Film Festival

Saturday, Feb. 21 – Two showings: 6:00 pm & 8:00 pm
Myrna Loy Center
406-443-0287
Q & A discussion following the shows
Sponsored by KUSM-TV/MontanaPBS

Co-sponsored by Montana Historical Society

Rattlesnake Productions, Inc., a 501 © (3) nonprofit organization producing entertaining and educational films for the public.                                                                                                                                                                                       Major funding: National Endowment for the Humanities: Great ideas brought to life • Independent Television & Video Service • M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust • Environmental Protection Agency, Butte • Montana Cultural Trust • The People of Butte. Additional funding was made possible by Butte EPA, Montana Cultural Trust, Montana Committee for Humanities, Montana Department of Commerce, Montana AFL-CIO and friends, People of Butte, and many small foundations and individual contributions.

Butte, America is a co-production of Pamela Roberts and the Independent Television & Video Service (ITVS), produced in association with KUSM-TV/MontanaPBS with funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB). Executive Producer for ITVS Sally Jo Fifer.
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