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Butte, America: The Saga of a Hard Rock Mining Town
“Butte, America captures the gravity and history of the most interesting city in the American West.  A memorable film about an unforgettable place.”

—Tom McGuane, author of  Nothing but Blue Skies, Gallatin Canyon

“Butte, America is fascinating, mythic, poetic, and ultimately almost overpowering in its utterly relevant presentation of the role of Butte in Montana, United States, and world history. This is an amazing story of community, beauty, and human dignity in the midst of almost ceaseless injustice, and is told with incredible skill.”
—Rick Bass, author of Winter: Notes from Montana, Why I Came West
“Butte, America tells a vivid story of more than a century of industrial exploitation in the heartland of America. It's about civilization coming into the Western wilderness, no cowboys or Indians but rather mining camp laborers from Cornwall and Ireland and Finland and America who went deeply and courageously under the earth and occasionally lost their lives in order to ensure that corporations and their owners could be wealthy and powerful beyond sensible measure. A combination of historical documentary film interwoven with interviews of living old timers, this film powerfully condemns the cold-hearted methods used to exploit essentially disenfranchised working people in Butte, methods still common in mines around the world. What to say? Glory in the proud survivors, fight against the injustices.”
—William Kittredge, author of Who Owns the West?

“While Montana's towering mountains, wild rivers and sweeping prairies are wondrous to behold, anyone seeking the heart and soul of the Treasure State needs to go to Butte. Pam Roberts' stunning documentary about the history of hard rock mining under the 'Richest Hill on Earth' is a fascinating investigation of the tragedy of the working man and the criminal greed of copper bosses who sacrificed a city in their insatiable lust for profit.”

—William Hjortsberg, screenwriter, Legend, Angel Heart
From New West Magazine:

The filmmakers “tell the story of Butte not only with epic historical sweep…but also at a very personal level.”

“The film is most affecting in the dignity with which it treats the work of mining itself.”

“As the filmmakers present testimony after testimony of what went into hard rock mining…it becomes easier to understand the strong emotions and attachments that could form around this unique way of life.”

“As punishing and forbidding as so much of the mining life was, and still is…it is possible to feel envious of the strong community spirit that defined Butte.”

Rattlesnake Productions, Inc., a 501 © (3) nonprofit organization producing entertaining and educational films for the public.                                                                                                                                                                                       Major funding: National Endowment for the Humanities: Great ideas brought to life • Independent Television & Video Service • M.J. Murdock Charitable Trust • Environmental Protection Agency, Butte • Montana Cultural Trust • The People of Butte. Additional funding was made possible by Butte EPA, Montana Cultural Trust, Montana Committee for Humanities, Montana Department of Commerce, Montana AFL-CIO and friends, People of Butte, and many small foundations and individual contributions.

Butte, America is a co-production of Pamela Roberts and the Independent Television & Video Service (ITVS), produced in association with KUSM-TV/MontanaPBS with funding provided by the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB). Executive Producer for ITVS Sally Jo Fifer.
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