
THE BIG SKY ON THE BIG SCREEN ACT- PRE-CERTIFICATION  
Completion of this form constitutes application for certification by the Department of Commerce. 

 
 
PRE-CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 
MONTANA FILM OFFICE - DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
 
PRODUCTION TYPE  

 Feature length film  Short film  Commercial  Documentary 

 Video  Print ad  Television series  Television segment 

PRODUCTION TITLE  
Title of production: 

PRODUCTION COMPANY INFORMATION (company to receive tax incentive) 
Company name: 

Business address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone: Fax: 

 Sole proprietorship  Partnership  Corporation  LLC  Other: 
Date business commenced: 

Federal tax identification number: 

REGISTRATION WITH MONTANA SECRETARY OF STATE  

 This is to certify that this production company has registered the above name with the Montana Secretary of 
State and has received certification as a company in good standing to transact business in Montana. 

PRODUCTION COMPANY INFORMATION WHILE IN MONTANA  
Company name: 

Local address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone: Fax: 

PRODUCTION CREW INFORMATION  
Line Producer: Unit Production Manager: 

Production Accountant: 

PRODUCTION DATES 

Start date of pre-production: Completion date of principal photography: 

SCRIPT/SYNOPSIS  

 Copy of script is attached  Copy of synopsis is attached 

DISTRIBUTION  

 Intended plan for distribution is attached 

BANKRUPTCY CERTIFICATION 

 This is to certify that this production company does not include any company owned, affiliated, or controlled, in 
whole or in part, by any company or person which is in default on a loan made by the state of Montana or a loan 
guaranteed by the state, or any company or person who has ever declared bankruptcy under which an obligation of 
the company or person to pay or repay public funds or monies was discharged as a part of such bankruptcy. 

OBSCENITY CERTIFICATION 

 This is to certify that this production does not contain any material or performance defined as obscene by 
Montana Code Annotated, section § 45-8-201. 

PRODUCTION COMPANY SIGNATURE 

Officer of Production Company Signature: 

Printed Name: Date Signed: 

Title: 

     Office use only 

Certification number: 

  RETURN TO MONTANA FILM OFFICE.  Fax: 406-841-2877   Mailing address: 301 S. Park Ave., Helena, MT 59620



    MONTANA FILM OFFICE 

Department of Commerce 
301 S. Park Ave.,  
Helena, MT 59620 
406-841-2876,  
800-553-4563 (outside MT) 
406-841-2877 (fax),  
montanafilm@visitmt.com 
www.montanafilm.com 

Tax Incentives For Filmmakers 

THE BIG SKY ON THE 
BIG SCREEN ACT 

 
 

 

FILING INSTRUCTIONS 

PRE-CERTIFICATION APPLICATION 

FILING INSTRUCTIONS 

1.    PRIOR TO COMM ENCING PRODU CTION. 

a.        Register  the pro duction co mpany name with the M on tana Secretary of 
State. Con tact the M on tana SOS B usiness Services  Division to obtain 
the form  “Applica tion fo r Registra tion o r Renewal of A ssumed Business  
Name”. This fo rm can be downloade d online at http://sos.state.mt.us  
or call the B usiness Services  Division a t 4 06-44 4-36 65.  There is  a filing 
fee of $20 .  

b.         Fill o ut The Big Sky on  the Big Screen Act pre-ce rtifica tion fo rm in  its  
entirety.  Return the com plete d fo rm to  the M ontana Film Office,  De-
partment of  Com merce  along with the following: 1 ) a co py of the 
script or  syno psis;  and 2) the intende d distribution plan.  

c.          The M ontana Film Office, Department of C omme rce will  respond 
within 30 days, and usually  m uch less, to no tify the pro duction co m-
pany of  their certification  sta tus .   

2.    DURING PRO DUCTIO N.  

a. Keep a ccura te records and receipts of  “qualified ex penditures” 1 and 
payroll re cords f or M on tana “resident” 2 hi res. The credit allowe d for  
qualified expen ditures i s equal to 8%  of  the total qualified ex pendi-
tures  incurre d in connection with the state-certified production during 
the tax year.  The a ggregate  of the cre dit allowed for  M ontana resi-
dents fo r a production o ccurring in the pro duction co mpany's  tax  year 
is equal to the sum of  12%  of the fi rst $5 0,00 0 o r less  of a ctual com-
pensation paid to  each M ontana re sident employed in connection with  
the sta te-certified pro duction durin g the tax  year.   

3.    WITHIN 60 DAYS  OF COMP LETING PRINCIP AL  
PHOTOGR APHY.  

a. Submit a state ment to the M ontana Film Office, Depa rtment of   
Commerce of  all expen ditures an d com pensation paid to  M ontana  
residents.  Include  the am ount of cre dit yo u inten d to claim. The pro-
duction  co mpany may submit this s tatement using their com pany 

acco unting do cuments,  or  upon request,  M ontana Film Office will  
pro vide a  form to the production com pany.  

b.          Receipts,  pa yroll  records, an d o ther fo rms of verification m ust be  ke pt 
on file with the production co mpany in prepara tion of a  possible audit 
from the M ontana Department of Revenue. 

4.    AT TAX-YEAR-END OF FILMING YEAR.  

a. The production com pany files  a M ontana tax return with the M on tana 
Department of Revenue  usin g the appro priate  co rporate  or  personal 
income tax fo rm. Fo rms can be downloade d online at  

             www.disco veringmontana.com/re venue/default.asp o r by  con tactin g 
the M ontana De partment of  Revenue a t 4 06-44 4-69 00.   

b.          The tax  cre dit is claimed at this point on the appro pria te line(s) of the 
M ontana tax return. The tax  credit will be a pplie d to the M ontana ta x  
return to  offse t the tax lia bility of  the pro duction compan y. The re-
mainder will  be refunde d to the pro duction  co mpany in the fo rm of a  
check unless  the pro duction co mpany o pts  to carry forward the tax  
credit fo r the 4 succeedin g ta x years.  

c.          An application filing fee to co ver a dministrative  co sts  for  the tax credit 
must be submitted with the tax  return.  The fee structure is:  

•    if the to tal com pensation paid to M ontana re sidents  for  the pro duc-
tion is less than or e qual to  $30 ,00 0, the application fee is $500 ;  

•    if the to tal com pensation paid to M ontana re sidents  for  the pro duc-
tion is more  than $3 0,00 0, the applica tion fee is  $75  for  each resident 
employe d by the pro duction com pany;   

• if the pro duction co mpany is a pplying only fo r the qualified ex pendi-
ture  tax  credit, the application fee is $ 500 .  
 

1 "Qualified expenditures" means expenditures in Montana made by a production company that are directly related to a state-certified production. The 
term includes expenditures for lodging expenses, restaurant and food expenses, location fees, lumber and construction materials, rental of production 
equipment and vehicles, and supplies and materials that will be used in the production. 
2 "Resident" applies only to natural persons and includes, for the purpose of determining liability to the tax imposed by this chapter with reference to 
the income of any taxable year, any person domiciled in the state of Montana and any other person who maintains a permanent place of abode within 
the state even though temporarily absent from the state and who has not established a residence elsewhere. MCA 15-30-101. 

 

 


